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1 . THE "BROWN AFFAIR" CONTINUES TO BE AN IMPORTANT STORY IN 

THE PRESS OVER THE PAST FEW DAYS, ALTHOUGH MUCH OF THE VENOM IN 
THE COVERAGE WAS DRAINED BY THE DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT (REFTEL B) 
AND INTEREST IS BEGINNING TO WANE. 

2. THE PRESS ON SATURDAY WAS DIVIDED IN ITS REPORTING ON 
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SECRETARY BROWN'S COMMENTS BEFORE THE SENATE ARMED SERVICES 
COMMITTEE. PRO-GOVERNMENT AKROPOLIS REPORTED THE GOG HAD ASKED 
FOR OFFICIAL CLARIFICATIONS (WHICH THE GOG LATER CATEGORICALLY 
DENIED). OTHER GOVERNMENT SUPPORTING NEWSPAPERS TENDED TO SOFT- 
PEDAL THE IMPLICATIONS FOR GREECE OF SECRETARY BROWN'S COMMENTS 
IN THEIR REPORTING, WHILE STRONGLY ATTACKING THE SECRETARY 
IN THEIR EDITORIALS. THE OPPOSITION PRESS, ON THE OTHER HAND, 

GAVE THE TOPIC BANNER TREATMENT AND WAS HIGHLY CRITICAL THAT 
NEITHER THE EMBASSY NOR WASHINGTON HAD ISSUED ANY STATEMENTS 
ON THE MATTER. LEFTIST TA NEA PUBLISHED AN EFSTATHIADIS COLUMN 
WHICH REPORTED THE CIA HAD A CONTINGENCY PLAN READY SINCE 1975 
IN CASE OF A LEFTIST TAKEOVER IN GREECE. THE COMMUNIST PRESS 
CHARGED THAT THE GOG HAD NOT TAKEN A STRONG ENOUGH STANCE. ALL 
THE NEWSPAPERS AGREED ON THE NEED FOR THE UNITY OF THE GREEK 
PEOPLE IN THE FACE OF THIS "PROVOCATION." 

3. AFTER THE DEPARTMENT'S RELEASE ON THE SUBJECT, FOREIGN 
MINISTER RALLIS ISSUED A PUBLIC STATEMENT THAT THE DEPARTMENT'S 
CLARIFICATION INDICATED THAT THE U.S. HAD NO INTENTION OF 
BECOMING INVOLVED IN GREEK INTERNAL AFFAIRS. THE GOG ALSO 
DISTRIBUTED THE TEXT OF THE DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT, AS DID THE 
EMBASSY. CONSEQUENTLY, THE SUNDAY COVERAGE WAS GENERALL LESS 
VITRIOLIC. THE STORY WAS STILL HEADLINE MATERIAL IN THE OPPOSITION 
PRESS WHICH BRANDED THE CLARIFICATION AS INADEQUATE AND CHAST- 
IZED THE GOG FOR JOINING THE USG IN ATTEMPTING TO CAMOUFLAGE 
WHAT IT CALLED THE REAL INTENT BEHIND SECRETARY BROWN'S REMARKS. 
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TO VIMA BANNERED "RALLIS DISTRIBUTES AND INTERPRETS AMERICAN 
’CLARIFICATIONS' - ANGUISHED ATTEMPT TO COVER BROWN'S THREAT." 

TO VIMA CALLED THE LAST PARAGRAPH OF THE DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT 
A PARTICULAR GAFFE SINCE, ACCORDING TO THE NEWSPAPER, IT IN- 
SINUATED THE U.S. WOULD REFRAIN FROM INTERVENING ONLY AS LONG 
AS GREECE BEHAVED IN ACCORDANCE WITH AMERICA’S WISHES. THE 
COMMUNIST PRESS CHARGED THAT THE CLARIFICATION SIMPLY CONFIRMED 
THE U.S. HAD PLANS TO INTERVENE. THE GOVERNMENT SUPPORTING 
PRESS HERALDED IT AS EVIDENCE THAT THE U.S. 

HAD NO SUCH INTENTION AND REPORTED THAT THE GOG ACCEPTED THE 
CLARIFICATIONS. 

4. HOWEVER, ON SUNDAY OPPOSITION LEADER PAPANDREOU RENEWED HIS 
OFFENSIVE BY SHARPLY ATTACKING RALLIS FOR HIS POSITION AND THE 
MFA'S DISTRIBUTION OF THE TEXT OF THE DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT. 
PAPANDREOU CRIED THAT THESE ACTIONS SHOWED THAT GREECE WAS BUT A 
PROTECTORATE OF THE U.S. AND ZEROED IN ON THE LAST PARAGRAPH 

OF THE STATEMENT BY SAYING THE U.S. DOES NOT POSSESS THE RIGHT 
TO HAVE OR NOT HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THE GREEKS. HE REITERATED HIS 
CALL FOR GREECE TO BREAK WITH THE U.S. AND WITH NATO. THE UDC'S 
ZIGDIS PARTIALLY ACCEPTED THE CLARIFICATION, BUT CLAIMED A 
"DISGUISED THREAT" REMAINED. HE, TOO, URGED A REVISION IN THE 
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CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE USG AND THE GREEK GOVERNMENT. 
PAPANDREOU'S ATTACK WAS THE BASIS FOR THE REPORTING ON MONDAY 
ON THE "BROWN AFFAIR", BUT EXCEPT FOR TA NEA, WHICH CONTINUED 
TO MAKE IT THE MAIN STORY, THE ISSUE HAD SLIPPED FROM THE FRONT 
PAGE. 

5. COMMENT: THE GREEK PRESS' MISINTERPRETATION OF SECRETARY 
BROWN S COMMENTS MAY HAVE GIVEN US YET ANOTHER BLACK EYE, 

BUT IT WILL NOT HAVE AN ENDURING EFFECT. PRIVATELY, SOME OF OUR 
FRIENDS HAVE LAMENTED THE DEFENSE SECRETARY'S EXACT CHOICE OF 
WORDS, BUT IN THE SAME BREATH THEY HASTEN TO ADD THAT THEY ARE 
ENCOURAGED THAT THE U.S., AS THE LEADER OF THE WESTERN WORLD, IS 
PREPARED FOR ANY EVENTUALITY. 
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